Doos THA'I: MAKE AD

IFFERENCE

SHELBY HAS IT ALL
SORTED OQUT

By CASEY KELLY BARTON

HELBY, A CALM AND CAPABLE
S black-and-white Australian Shep-

herd with one blue eye and one
brown, is sorting recyclable trash under
the riveted gaze of a dozen elementary
school pupils. The children murmur in
amazement as the 6-year-old dog puts
cans into one bin and milk jugs into
another.

Then AmeriCorps volunteer Vanessa
Balli discusses the reasons for recycling
and avoiding items with wasteful pack-
aging, even in a small community like
theirs—Inez, Texas, population 1.400,
situated on the Gulf Coast plain.

Ordinarily, a group of kids wouldn’t
sit still for a talk on solid-waste dispos-
al, but these soak it all in. Toward the
end of the talk, a boy raises his hand.
“What kind of dog is that?” he asks.
“How did you teach her to do that?”
Balli smiles; she's glad he asked

because Shelby, recycling spokesdog,
was once herself cast aside, then
reclaimed by someone who saw her
potential.

Balli, a 29-year-old psychology
undergraduate and dog trainer, first saw
Shelby five years ago wandering in a lot
in her hometown of Victoria, between
Houston and Corpus Christi. She took
the dog home and ran “found” ads in the
paper but received no answers. Balli
read the reason in Shelby’s scars, specu-
lating she came from a sheep farm.

“I think she didn’t work out, and they
cattle-prodded her and dumped her,” she
said. “She was a real nice dog, but she
was severely abused. When men would
come around, she would have what we
call submissive peeing.”

Balli, who had trained 20 disability-
assistance dogs, gradually won Shelby’s
trust. She took special care that the posi-

Shelby teaches recycling by sorting paper, plastic and aluminum.
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tion of her hands didn’t threaten the dog. Urdmanly' a group of kids indoor dog who prefers to rest on the
She gave Shelby praise and treats when she couch, snack on popcorn and play with

performed correctly, plus lots of attention L e Balli’s toddler, Katlynn Rose.
and understanding. wuu"dn t Slt Stlll for d talk Although it’s clear Balli has

“Getting a dog is just like bringing in worked hard and patiently with Shelby

an adopted child,” Balli said. “You have ~ Of solid-waste dlspnsal. to bring out her potential, she gives all
to spend time with them.” : . y the credit to her dog.

It took about six months to teach but these Sﬂak it all n. “It’s totally her personality,” she
Shelby to sit on command. Once the said. “She knows how to work an
bond between them started to grow, Balli trained Shelby as an audience. She’ll go into a crowd and fetch stuff and bring it
assistance dog and they started going to fun matches, obedi- back, and it doesn’t bother her. The kids feel comfortable

ence competitions in which no points are recorded. To add to around that. I can see her in the crowd having fun, and she
the fun, Balli gave the dog a championlike name on which to tries to get everybody involved.” &
hang her Companion Dog and Canine Good Citizen titles:
Shclby’s Locutus of Borg, after the character She]by in the Casey Kelly Barton is a free-lance writer based in Rownd Rock, Texas.
film Steel Magnolias and a reference
from Star Trek.

“I"ve watched the bond between her
and Shelby develop,” said Gary Moses, A R EWAR DI N G
recreation superintendent for the
Victoria Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. “They are wonderful to see CARE ER

together. They're always doing some-
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National K-9 Will Teach You How
ro?hi.lnf:; (J: ern 2di:it;ﬁﬁzi Selr;;(ge Do You Love Dogs? Become a professional dog trainer. Since 1976, National
% ll'x‘,‘w it dp hi fy 'th‘ K-9 School for Dog Trainers has been teaching the art and science of professional dog
k':is] o da? eha\?e :;150;16 lmg l;ln \\:lt training. We combine a comprehensive curriculum
8 PLOB SR IonD of intensive classroom instruction with hands-on

communicate;with the kids.” training to give you a well-rounded set of skills and
Shelby took to the idea. She learned gro8iey S
knowledge.

to sort paper, plastic and aluminum by 5
feel and with Balli now puts in 12 to e SR .
the-art facility and experienced |

14 hours a month—more during the : = i
NEEUE RN PR B e faculty will prepare you for a career in the professlon of clog training,
Y P Esie BE P You will learn Basic and Advanced Obedience, Behavioral

grams. Balli estimated she and Shelby C e i i : ; :
ke H nizienyironmetital thessape 1o ounseling, Assma[‘lce DOg.Tl.lelTll’lg, Personal Protection, Police
K-9, Tracking and Scent Discrimi-

about 800 children each month in the :
e . nation, Kennel Management,
Victoria area. They also present their sy ;
i Starting Your Own Business, and
show at summer camps, the local recy- : ety
more! Best of all, you will be rec-

cling center and other venues. ot i ta oF £l
. . Nz E -
Benny Ortiz, who oversees Vic- N A D Ol U
most respected institutions in the

toria’s recycling center, credits Shelby i
country.

and Balli with getting more people to ; 1A
use the center. Besides their day-to-day Learn More! Send for our brochure package for
0nl§ $2.00. For our complete package, including a 35-

work, Shelby is a big draw at the cen- | 1510.00. Ye Jinth
ter’s rccycling celebration in August, I'Illl'l \'1[ (0] tl’lLlI' SEnc Ou can send i the {‘O‘I.lpl’)l’l
or visit our wehsite.

Ortiz said, generating lots of good pub-

licity and visits from children who

come to see her and leave eager to
recycle. “The kids’ faces are like
‘Wow!" when she grabs a can,” he
said. “There’s a tremendous response,
and they get really excited.”

Watching Shelby at work, you find

it hard to believe that as a puppy she Please send me the O ($2) brochure only, or 1 ($10) the brochure and
Antderedithe strects scarrad rnd video. I've enclosed a check or money order for $2.00 or $10.00.
unwanted. But now Shelby is a busy Name

local celebrity and hardworking volun- i

teer with her own AmeriCorps uniform

and a time sheet for her service hours.
No, Shelby doesn’t sort the trash at

home. In her off-hours, she is an
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221 Morrison Road ¢ Columbus, OH 43213
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